
The Sin of Prayerlessness

1 Samuel 12:1-23



"Moreover, as for me, 

far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD 

in ceasing to pray for you."



I. Prayerlessness Is Sinful.
A. Prayer is one of the greatest privileges of life.

Psalm 57:2-3 I will cry out to God Most High, to God who performs 
all things for me.  

3He shall send from heaven and save me; He reproaches the one 
who would swallow me up.  God shall send forth His mercy and His 
truth.

B. Praying is an act of faith.

C. We pray because God has invited us to do so.  
Jeremiah 33:3, ‘Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you 

great and mighty things, which you do not know.’



Matthew 6:7-13
And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do.  
For they think that they will be heard for their many words.
8“Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you 
have need of before you ask Him.
9In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be 
Your name.
10Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven.
11Give us this day our daily bread.
12And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.
13And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. 
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



Matthew 9:37-38
Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the 

laborers are few.
38Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His 

harvest.”

Matthew 18:19-20, “Again I say to you that if two of you agree on 
earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by 
My Father in heaven.

20For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am 
there in the midst of them.”

Acts 4:31, And when they had prayed, the place where they were 
assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.



II. Prayerlessness Robs us of Many Blessings.

A. We go without because we don't ask from God.

James 4:2, You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and 
cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you 
do not ask.

B. Asking and receiving are joys of the Christian life.

Matt. 7:7-8, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you.

8For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him 
who knocks it will be opened.



Luke 19:10-13
For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him 

who knocks it will be opened.
11If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him 

a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead 
of a fish?

12Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?
13If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 

how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask Him!”



C. Prayerlessness keeps churches from having revival.
Psalm 85:6, 

Will You not revive us again, 

That Your people may rejoice in You?



III. Prayerlessness May Indicate We're 
Unwilling to Repent or Forgive.

A. Samuel might have felt he was justified in not praying for 
his people because of their rejection of him.

B. Samuel put away his feelings and hurt, forgave them and 
prayed for their wellbeing.  

C. He said ceasing to pray for those people would be sinning 
against God.


